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Commonly Used Safer Alternatives Lists and Processes
Lists of safer chemical alternatives, in order of most commonly used Processes to determine safer alternatives 

• EPA’s Safer Choice program/Safer Chemical Ingredient List 
• List of chemicals reviewed by US government and determined to be safe
• Chemicals in household cleaning products
• Organized by functional use 

• GreenScreen 
• Process to determine safety of chemicals used
• Affiliated with Clean Production Action/CFP

• ChemSec safer alternatives marketplace  
• Searchable database of alternatives for function, product type and label requirements

• BizNGO’s Chemical Alternatives Assessment Protocol 
• Process to determine safer alternatives

• Cradle to Cradle 
• List of chemicals to avoid
• No substitutes or alternatives listed 

• The Lowell Center for Sustainable Production’s Alternatives Assessment 
Framework

• Process for doing an alternatives assessment 

• Select chemicals from credible certification programs such as:
• Oeko-Tex® - certifier of textiles, has list of chemicals that are not harmful to human 

health 
• Bluesign®  - created the first comprehensive RSL and MRSL for textiles
• GOTS – harmonized global standard for organic cotton, certifies the cotton

• OECD Substitution and Alternatives Assessment Toolbox 
• Lists services/programs that either identify safer alternatives or 

provide frameworks to determine if a chemical used is safe

• EWG Verified 
• List of chemicals that should not be used, with suggested alternatives 

• OECD Substitution and Alternatives Assessment Toolbox 
• Lists services/programs that either identify safer alternatives or provide frameworks to 

determine if a chemical used is safe

• ZDHC Gateway 
• Verified database of safer chemistry for apparel and footwear
• Helps suppliers evaluate chemicals against the ZDHC MRSL conformance level 

requirements and find safer alternatives
• Must be a member to access

https://www.epa.gov/saferchoice/safer-ingredients#searchList
https://www.greenscreenchemicals.org/images/ee_images/uploads/resources/GreenScreen_Guidance_v1_4_2018_01_Final.pdf
https://marketplace.chemsec.org/Alternatives
https://bizngo.org/images/ee_images/uploads/resources/BizNGOChemicalAltsAssessmentProtocol_V1.1_04_12_12-1.pdf
https://cdn.c2ccertified.org/resources/certification/standard/C2CCertified_Banned_Lists_V3_121113.pdf
http://www.chemicalspolicy.org/downloads/FinalAltsAssess06.pdf
http://www.chemicalspolicy.org/downloads/FinalAltsAssess06.pdf
https://www.oeko-tex.com/en/our-standards/oeko-tex-eco-passport
https://www.bluesign.com/en/about
https://global-standard.org/the-standard
https://www.oecd.org/chemicalsafety/risk-management/substitution-alternatives-assessment-tools-data-sources.htm
https://www.oecd.org/chemicalsafety/risk-management/substitution-alternatives-assessment-tools-data-sources.htm
https://www.zdhc-gateway.com/
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